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• KEY FINDINGS:
• Through August 4, The coronavirus has claimed more than 

155,000 American lives through Aug. 4, 2020
• Overall, American death rates from COVID-19 data (aggregated across all 

states with available data and the District of Columbia) have reached new 
highs for all race groups:
• 1 in 1,250 Black Americans has died (or 80.4 deaths per 100,000)
• 1 in 1,500 Indigenous Americans has died (or 66.8 deaths per 100,000)
• 1 in 1,700 Pacific Islander Americans has died (or 58.7 deaths per 100,000)
• 1 in 2,200 Latino Americans has died (or 45.8 deaths per 100,000)
• 1 in 2,800 White Americans has died (or 35.9 deaths per 100,000)
• 1 in 3,000 Asian Americans has died (or 33.1 deaths per 100,000)

Data now reported from 45 states; race/ethnicity data on 93% deaths;
most recent update August 4, 2020 
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• The latest overall COVID-19 mortality rate for Black 
Americans is about 3.7 times as high as the rate for 
Whites; for Indigenous people 3.5 times as high; for 
Latinos, 2.8 times as high and Asians, 1.4 times as high.  

• If they had died of COVID-19 at the same actual 
rate as White Americans, about 18,000 Black, 
6,000 Latino, 600 Indigenous, and 70 Pacific Islander 
Americans would still be alive.
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The extent of the crisis:

• Chicago:
- 50% of COVID-19 cases & nearly 70% of COVID-19 

deaths involve black individuals, although blacks 
make up only 30% of the population. 

- Moreover, these deaths are concentrated mostly in 
just 5 neighborhoods on the city’s South Side.6

• New York City 
- Blacks and Hispanics, have accounted for 28% and 

34% of deaths,  (population representation: 22% and 
29%) respectively.8

JAMA. Published online April 15, 2020. doi:10.1001/jama.2020.6548 
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Defining a Crisis Point:



We propose that the overarching cause
of these tragic statistics is decades
of the effects of adverse
social determinants of health.

People must make good choices, 
but they must have good choices to make.



Definitions



IOM Report: Differences, Disparities, and 
Discrimination

Disparities-racial or ethnic differences in healthcare that are not due
To access related factors, clinical needs, patient preferences or the 
Appropriateness of the intervention.
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The Operation of
Healthcare Systems and 
the Legal and 
Regulatory Climate

Discrimination: Biases and
Prejudice, Stereotyping,
and Uncertainty
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Populations with Equal Access to Health Care

Unequal Treatment: Confronting Racial and Ethnic 
Disparities in Healthcare. The Institute of Medicine, 
National Academies Press, Washington, DC.  2002



Exploring Equal/Equity/Reality



Where does it all 
begin?





Shakira F. Suglia. Circulation. Childhood and Adolescent Adversity 
and Cardiometabolic Outcomes: A Scientific Statement From the 
American Heart Association, Volume: 137, Issue: 5, Pages: e15-e28, 
DOI: (10.1161/CIR.0000000000000536) 

© 2017 American Heart Association, Inc.





Does adverse risk for adult CVD begin in childhood?



Evaluating the root 
causes of racial 
inequality and 
disparities

Social Determinants of 
Health; how 
important?



Case: Mr XXXX





What Happens 
Next?

How do we level set at-
risk communities? 
Testing, Social 
Distancing & Economic 
Development



Appropriate Public Health Initiatives; Ubiquitous 
Testing in High Risk Communities-

•Testing: targeting communities with higher 
infection rates

•Follow the SVI – Social Vulnerability Index

•https://svi.cdc.gov/

• “…resilience of communities when confronted by 
external stresses on human health, stresses such as 
natural or human-caused disasters, or disease 
outbreaks…”

•uses 15 U.S. census variables at tract level …

•Possible scores range from 0 (lowest vulnerability) 
to 1 (highest vulnerability).

https://svi.cdc.gov/


SVI map, Chicago, (2016)
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“I have been impressed with the 
urgency of doing. Knowing is not 
enough; we must apply. Being 
willing is not enough; we must 
do.” 
― Leonardo da Vinci 

“This is my final recommendation: 
think about the metric by which 
your life will be judged, (not by your 
accolades but by the people you’ve 
helped), and make a resolution to 
live every day so that in the end, 
your life will be judged a success.”
- Clayton Christensen


